
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 12, 2006 
 
 
Ruben Chavez 
Valencia County Planning and Zoning CERTIFIED MAIL 
P.O Box 1119 RETURN RECEIPT 
Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031 REQUESTED  
 
Anticipated by Fax 
 
Re: Manzano Vista 
 
Dear Mr. Chavez: 
 
The Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State 
Engineer has reviewed the referenced subdivision proposal pursuant to the Valencia County 
Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act  
 
It is the opinion of this office that the subdivider’s water supply proposal satisfies the 
requirements the Valencia County Regulation. Therefore, a positive opinion is hereby issued.  
  
A staff memorandum providing the specific comments and recommendations is attached for 
your information.  If you have any questions, please call Julie Valdez at 505-827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John W. Longworth, P.E. 
Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief 
 
cc:      OSE Water Rights Division, Albuquerque Office 
 
 

 
 



   

            DATE: July 12, 2006                                      
                 TO: John W. Longworth 
           FROM: Julie Valdez 
 CC: Mara Smith 
     SUBJECT: Manzano Vista 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
On June 14, 2006, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review the 
Preliminary Plat for Manzano Vista, a Type Two subdivision.  The proposal is a request to 
subdivide 18.5148 acres into 17 residential lots, with sizes ranging between 1.0 and 1.3697 
acres.  The property is located approximately 2 miles east of New Mexico Highway 263 at the 
northwest corner of Meadowlake Road and Amy Road within Section 28, Township 7 North, 
Range 3 East, NMPM.  The subdivider proposes to obtain water from 4-shared 72-12-1 
domestic wells. 
 
The documents submitted to this office consist of Disclosure Statement, Geohydrologic 
Report, Water Use Covenants, a Terrain Management Plan, and a Plat Map. 
 
The OSE has reviewed the Manzano Vista subdivision proposal pursuant to the Valencia 
County Regulations and the New Mexico State Subdivision Act.  It is the opinion of this 
office that the water supply proposal satisfies the requirements of the Valencia County 
Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. Therefore, a positive opinion should be 
issued.   
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS & WATER CONSERVATION 
The maximum water demand was quantified as 0.59 acre-feet per year per lot or 11.76 acre-
feet per year for the entire subdivision, assuming 3 persons per dwelling (at 85 gpcd), 900 
square feet of Kentucky Blue grass, 1000 square feet of Trees or Shrubs and 1500 square feet 
of Horticulture.    
 
Several discrepancies were found in the submittal regarding the water budget:   

• In Table 2 of the Geohydrologic Report the water budget was calculated assuming 
3,400 square feet of outdoor irrigation.  

• Page 10 of the Geohydrologic Report limits outdoor irrigation to 2,300 square feet. 
• Item 17 of the Disclosure Statement limits outdoor irrigation to 2,295 square feet. 
• Item 17 of the Disclosure Statement list outdoor water use as 2,245,725 (it is unclear 

how this number was calculated). 
 
It is recommended that subdivider amended the Disclosure Statement and the Geohydrologic 
Report to reflect the assumptions made in quantifying the maximum water demand. These 
assumptions should be consistent through out the proposal. 
 



   

Under Item #17 of the Disclosure Statement the subdivider includes restrictions and 
limitations on indoor and outdoor water use within the subdivision in accordance with Section 
15.6.1 of the County Regulations.   
 
This office recommends that the subdivider limit irrigation to 800 square feet per parcel.  This 
restriction may be stated as follows:  “The total irrigated area shall not exceed 800 square 
feet per lot.   The 800 square feet may me planted in any combination of trees, shrubs, 
annuals, and perennials, grasses, and garden.  Grasses should be selected that are well 
adapted to local climatic conditions, and non-native grasses are discouraged.  Low-water use 
landscaping techniques applying the principles of xeriscape shall be utilized.  Drip irrigation 
is encouraged whenever possible.” 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 
The proposed water supply for this subdivision is four shared 72-12-1 domestic wells.  The 
subdivider submitted a Geohydrologic Report, pursuant to Section 15.6.7.G.4 of the County 
Regulations.  The Geohydrologic Report was based on well data (from the OSE) and 
published geologic data for the surrounding area of the proposed subdivision.  The author of 
the Geohydrologic Report did not complete a field test. 
 
The Geohydrologic Report contains a list of the wells located within a one-mile radius of the 
proposed subdivision along with well depth data, estimated well yield and drawdown 
calculations.  The average depth to water is 300 feet and the minimum and maximum well 
depth is between 300 and 600 feet.  The Geohydrologic Report recommends a well depth of 
450 feet and estimates a well yield of 50 gallons per minute.   
 
The drawdown was calculated (using transmissivity and storage coefficients obtained from 
the OSE) assuming that all the water is pumped from one well in the center of the proposed 
subdivision.  According to the Geohydrologic Report the effects calculated represent 
drawdown caused from pumping water from the wells within the proposed subdivisions and 
do not include the effects from the surrounding wells.   The geohydrologic report concludes 
that the drawdown is relatively small and water should be available for the proposed 
subdivision for an excess of 50 years.  This office concurs with these conclusions. 
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