
      
 
 
 
 

March 4, 2004 
 
Jim Best, CDRA Chair       CERTIFIED MAIL 
Bernalillo County        RETURN RECEIPT 
111 Union Square S.E., Suite 100      REQUESTED 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87102 
 
 
Reference:  Richland Heights Subdivision 
 
Dear Mr. Dalton: 
 
The Office of the State Engineer has reviewed the proposal for the Richland Heights Subdivision 
pursuant to the Bernalillo County Subdivision Regulations (BCSR).  This office has concluded that 
the developer has not provided enough evidence that the water supplier can provide water to this 
subdivision for the period prescribed by the county. In accordance, a positive opinion is hereby 
withheld. 
 
Project 
The Richland Heights proposal is a request to develop a 297.52-acre vacant lot into a 121 lot 
residential subdivision. The project is located approximately fourteen miles east of Albuquerque, 
and three miles North of I-40, in Section 27 of T11N, R6E, N.M.P.M.  The developer proposes that 
Entranosa Water and Wastewater Association (Entranosa) provide this development with domestic 
water. 
 
Water Demand Analysis 
The developer has failed to calculate the maximum annual water requirements of his development, 
pursuant to Article 10, Section 2 of the BCSR. The developer will also need to specify water 
restrictions to assure to a reasonable degree that the maximum annual water requirement will not be 
exceeded.  In addition, the developer is required to list the restrictions found in Article 10, Section 1 
of the BCSR. 
 
Water Availability   
For a type two subdivision, the BCSR requires the developer to supply a geohydrologic report. The 
report submitted was prepared by Balleau Groundwater. The report included well logs, drawdown 
and recovery well test data for well E-1521-S, geologic cross-sections, water level contours, and 
results of 100-year schedule of effects model. The author concluded that water will be available for 
the 100-year period at a rate of production of 740 acre-feet per year. This is more than the water 
right associated with it.  
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It is the opinion of this office that Entranosa should provide an all-inclusive report to provide 
evidence that Entranosa can produce water in quantities sufficient for their present customers, as 
well as all their commitments. The report should be a study of all their production wells, and the 
water rights of each one. A study such as the one submitted, of well E-1521, is only a small picture 
of the production capabilities of Entranosa.   Approval of this submittal based on the data provided 
would be contrary to principles of responsible design. 
 
In order to determine if Entranosa can provide this development with water, the developer should 
provide geohydrologic reports of all production wells, pursuant to Article 10, Section 5.4, and 
information showing proof of sufficient water rights pursuant to Article 10 Section 3. To do this, a 
tabulation should be prepared. It should show permanent water rights owned by Entranosa by site, 
and diminishing water rights including dates; Entranosa annual water demand for existing 
customers; and commitments to supply water for new developments.  For each well, the lesser of the 
water right or water available for a 100-year period (as per Santa Fe County Regulations, as 
Entranosa provides to it as well) should be considered the true yield. With this information, we can 
determine if water is available for this development. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this opinion, please feel free to call me at (505) 827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Romero, P.E. 
Water Resource Engineer 
 
 
Cc: Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
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