
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 23, 2002 
 

 
 
Mr. Steven M. Chavez, Esq.      CERTIFIED MAIL 
Valencia County Planner      RETURN RECEIPT 
PO Box 1119        REQUESTED 
Los Lunas, NM  87031 
 
 
Re: Preliminary Plat Re-review, Manzerro Plaza Subdivision 
 
Dear Mr. Chavez: 
 
The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) has reviewed the preliminary plat proposal for 
the referenced subdivision pursuant to the PD District of the Valencia County 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, the Valencia County Subdivision Regulations and 
provisions of the New Mexico Land Subdivision Act.  The developer has now provided 
information satisfying the requirements of the above said regulations demonstrating 
adequate water supply, fire protection and conservation measures for the proposed 
development.  A favorable opinion is recommended by the OSE for this proposal. 
 
The OSE would like to make the county aware of two issues.  First, the developer has 
restricted the irrigated area to 400 square feet for each lot and has limited all green areas 
to xeriscaped landscaping which includes a list of acceptable tree’s, shrubs, ground 
covers and bulbs shown in exhibit “B” of their proposal.  Second, the Rio Grande Utility 
Corporation (RGUC) has committed approximately 90 acre-feet of water a year to this 
development per a letter dated January 4, 2002.  The developer has estimated the water 
requirement for this development to be 51.98 acre-feet for indoor use and 6 acre-feet for 
outdoor use, resulting in a total of approximately 58 acre-feet.  The outdoor water use 
was based on site review of similar, existing buildings and developments and not on a 
specific landscape plan with areas and plants called out.  The developer has stated that 
each purchaser of a lot will do their own landscaping thus the outdoor estimation of water 
use.  The developer also stated that the county will review all landscaping plans when 
individual owners of the lots submit them for appropriate permits.  The county will need 
to be sure that the 90 acre-feet of committed water will not be exceeded by this 
development at this stage. 
 



An opinion issued by the State Engineer that the developer can fulfill his water proposal 
does not imply a guarantee that water in sufficient quantities to meet the needs of the 
development will be obtained for the period specified, if any, in the disclosure statement.  
If the language of this letter is summarized or otherwise modified by the developer, 
approval must be obtained from this office prior to its incorporation into the developer’s 
disclosure statement.  A copy of this letter should be provided to the developer.  If you or 
the developer should have any questions regarding this letter they may call Mr. John T. 
Romero at (505) 827-4187. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brian C. Wilson, P.E. 
Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
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