
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

May 10, 2005 
 
Mr. Luis Marmolejo 
Department of Planning and Development   CERTIFIED MAIL 
Doña Ana County RETURN RECEIPT 
430 S. Main Street REQUESTED
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
 
Re: North Valley Estates 
 
Dear Mr. Marmolejo: 
 
On April 26, 2005, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review the proposal for 
“North Valley Estates”, a Type-Five subdivision. The proposal is a request to subdivide 135.48 acres 
of land into 13 lots, with sizes ranging between 10 and 10.15 acres. Water will be provided by 
individual domestic wells. The proposed subdivision is located west of NM Hwy 185 in Radium 
Springs, within Sections 10 and 15, Township 21 South, Range 1 West, NMPM. This submittal was 
reviewed pursuant to the Doña Ana County Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision 
Act.  
 
It is the opinion of this office that the developer’s water supply proposal does not satisfy the 
requirements of Sections 14.3.1, 14.3.2, and 14.3.5 (B) of the County regulations. Accordingly, a 
negative opinion is issued at this time. 
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS 
The developer has proposed two different limits to water usage, namely, 0.77 acre-feet per year per 
parcel (in the water demand analysis) quantified using the methodology set forth by the OSE pursuant 
to Section 14.3.2(A) of the County Regulations, and 0.75 acre-feet per year per parcel (in the 
disclosure statement), pursuant to Section 14.3.2(B) of the same regulations. The County Regulations 
give the opportunity to choose between the two, not use both. Although in this case the difference is 
small, the developer should quantify the maximum water demand in accordance to one of the two 
aforementioned sections of the County Regulations, then evaluate water availability for that maximum 
demand pursuant to Section 14.3.5, and then specify, in the Disclosure Statement, the water 
conservation measures that reflect the assumptions used in the water demand analysis. 
 
WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES 
Item # 8 of the developer’s Disclosure Statement states that the maximum amount of water that may be 
used is 0.75 acre-feet per year per lot. Indoor water conservation measures consist in the 
recommendation of installing low water use fixtures. Outdoor water use is vaguely addressed by 
encouraging the lot owners to use xeriscaping.  
 
The maximum allowable irrigated area in each parcel should be specified in the disclosure statement, 
to ensure that the budgeted amount is not exceeded. This office recommends to limit outdoor use to 
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800 square feet per lot. The restriction may be stated as follows: “ The total irrigated area shall not 
exceed 800 square feet per lot.  Grasses should be selected that are well adapted to local climatic 
conditions, and non-native grasses are discouraged. Low-water landscaping techniques applying the 
principles of xeriscape shall be utilized. Swimming pools, hot tubs, water fountains, and decorative 
ponds are prohibited”. 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 
The proposed water supply for this subdivision is individual domestic wells. Item # 8 of the Disclosure 
Statement contains the following sentence: “Water usage for lots is expected to include residential and 
agricultural uses”. This office recommends that the word agricultural be changed to “the irrigation of 
non-commercial trees, lawn and garden”. In fact, according to the New Mexico Statutes, the irrigation 
of commercial agricultural crops is not allowed with water pumped from a 72-12-1 domestic well.  
 
Item # 8 of the Disclosure Statement states that average depth to groundwater is 29 feet, and that 
minimum and maximum depth to groundwater are 1 foot and 125 feet, respectively. The data is 
derived from the OSE WATERS database for wells drilled in the same sections, township and range as 
the proposed subdivision. The proposal does not include other information required by Section 
14.3.5(B) of the County Regulations, namely, at least one well log from an on-site well or from an 
existing nearby well, a description of the water bearing formation, and a statement of the estimated 
yield of wells in gallons per minute based upon well logs from an on-site well or existing nearby wells. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The water supply proposal for the North Valley Estates does not satisfy the requirements of the Doña 
County Subdivision Regulations. The OSE is prepared to re-evaluate the subdivision proposal when 
the following items have been addressed: 
• The maximum water demand is estimated pursuant to either Section 14.3.2.A or 14.3.2.B of the 

County Regulations. 
• The water conservations measures contained in the disclosure statement reflect the assumptions 

used in the water demand analysis. 
• The water availability assessment contains the information required by Section 14.3.5 (B) of the 

County Regulations. 
 
 
Should you have you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-4273. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mara Smith 
Water Resource Master 
 
 
cc: John W. Longworth, OSE Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
      OSE Water Rights Division, Las Cruces Office 
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