
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 17, 2003 
 
 
Yvonne A. Basabilvazo 
Eddy County Planner CERTIFIED MAIL 
Eddy County RETURN RECEIPT 
101 W. Greene Street, Suite 110 REQUESTED 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
 
Re: Quail Run Subdivision 
 
Dear Ms. Basalbilvazo: 
 
On August 25, 2003, the Office of the State Engineer received a request to review the Preliminary Plat 
for “Quail Run”, a Type-Two subdivision.  The proposal is a request to subdivide 77.66 acres of land 
into 38 lots. The proposed subdivision is located north of the Town of Artesia, between Hwy 285 and 
Compress Road. The subdivider proposes to obtain water from the Cottonwood Rural Water Co-op. This 
submittal was reviewed pursuant to the Eddy County Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico 
Subdivision Act. It is the opinion of this office that the developer’s water supply proposal does not 
satisfy the requirements of the County regulations. 
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS 
The developer quantified the maximum annual water requirement for the subdivision pursuant to 
Section 2.2, Appendix A-1 of the aforementioned regulations for both indoor and outdoor purposes 
following the procedures set forth in OSE Technical Report 48 (Wilson, 1996). Water demand was 
quantified for indoor domestic, 2,000 square feet of Bermuda grass, 300 square feet of trees, 200 square 
feet of garden, and firefighting. The estimated total water requirement is 0.65 acre-foot per year per 
parcel. The developer erroneously used the landscape water requirement figures contained in the 
Wilson’s report for Carlsbad instead of Artesia. The budget should be recalculated using the correct 
data. It is also recommended that the total irrigated area be limited to a maximum of 800 square feet per 
parcel. 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 
The developer proposes to obtain water from the Cottonwood Rural Water Co-op. This review of the 
OSE records indicates that the proposed water utility is in possession of enough water rights to supply 
this development. In fact, while the permitted diversion is not to exceed 343.26 acre-feet per year, the 
annual usage has been between 222 and 257 acre-feet per year during the time-period 1998 through the 
end of 2001. A letter by the water provider, simply stating that “38 meters have been approved for the 
subject subdivision”, was included in the proposal package. It should be re-worded to satisfy the 
requirements of Section 5.1.b of the County regulations, which read “..documentation from the utility 
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that they are ready, willing, and able to provide the maximum annual water requirement for the 
subdivision”. 
 
FIRE PROTECTION 
The developer states that three fire hydrants are planned for the subdivision, and that the closest fire 
station is located two minutes away. A letter by the Fire Marshall states that the fire hydrants indicated 
in the utilities plat meet the County requirements. The fundamental document missing in this proposal is 
a letter from the Cottonwood Rural Water Co-op disclosing water pressure, fire flows and fire flow 
storage information, as required by Section 6.3 of the County Regulations.  
 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS 
In Item # 17 of the developer’s Disclosure Statement, reference is made to indoor water conservation 
measures by requiring the use of low water use fixtures. The outdoor water use is addressed only by 
encouraging the lot owners to use xeriscaping. The maximum amount of water that may be used is set at 
0.75 acre-foot per year per lot. This amount does not match the one quantified in the water demand 
analysis. Item # 6 of the Covenants and Restrictions addresses water conservation in the same general 
terms, and does not make any mention of indoor domestic water conservation measures. These two 
items should specify the maximum allowable irrigated area in each parcel, and the maximum amount of 
water that can be used by each dwelling in one calendar year. Further, the information should be 
consistent with the water budget analysis. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The water supply proposal for the Quail Run Subdivision does not satisfy the requirements of the Eddy 
County Subdivision Regulations. The OSE is prepared to re-evaluate the development proposal when 
the following items have been correctly addressed/amended: 
• The letter by the water provider should specifically address willingness, readiness and ability to 

provide the maximum annual water requirement for the subdivision. It should also disclose fire 
flows and water pressure information. 

• The water demand analysis should be re-calculated by using the correct landscape water requirement 
for the subdivision’s geographic location. Also, this office strongly recommends the developer to 
limit the total outdoor irrigation to 800 square feet.  

• Item # 17 of the Disclosure Statement and Item # 6 of the Covenants and Restrictions should specify 
the maximum allowable square footage that may be irrigated in each parcel, and the maximum 
amount of water that can be used by each dwelling in one calendar year. Further, the information 
should reflect the results of the water demand analysis. 

 
Should you have you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-4273. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mara Smith 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 
 
cc: Brian C. Wilson, P.E., OSE Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
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