
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau     
 
 
June 20, 2001 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: Phillip Padilla Development Plan, Santa Fe County 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Phillip Padilla proposal is a request to build commercial and industrial facilities on a 0.78-acre 
lot. The lot is located on the North side of Agua Fria Street, East of Camino Polvoso, within the 
Agua Fria Traditional Village zone, in Section 32 of T17N, R9E, N.M.P.M.. This proposal was 
reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations. The developer proposes 
that water will be supplied to this development via the Agua Fria Community Water Association 
(AFCWA). 
 
The developer has submitted a water supply plan, which includes a calculation of the amount of 
water his development will require, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6.3.2 of the Santa Fe County 
Land Development Regulations.  The developer did not reveal the sources used in this calculation, 
but the predicted consumption of 145 gallons per day (or 0.16 acre-feet per year) is low. While this 
number is low, the amount of water that will be diverted for this project should not exceed the 
amount available from the AFCWA. It is suggested that, in the future, the developer refer to State 
Engineer Technical Report No. 48, “Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions” (Wilson, 1996), to calculate indoor and outdoor water requirements.   
 
The developer has submitted a letter from the water utility in which the AFCWU states that they are 
ready, willing, and able to supply this development, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6.4.4.a of the 
Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations. Upon reviewing the water rights file for the 
AFCWA, I found that the Association has ample water rights to supply this development. For the 
particular diversion to be used to supply this development, AFCWA may divert 42.3 acre-feet of 
water per year on a permanent basis. The utility has the right to divert an additional 22.5 acre-feet 
per year until 2027. In 2001, they diverted approximately 41.0 acre-feet of water.  
 
It is my conclusion that the developer has demonstrated that sufficient water is available to meet the 
requirements of his development.  A favorable opinion to this effect should be issued. 
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