
 
    
 
 
 

July 19, 2004 
 
 
Vickie Lucero, Development Review Supervisor    CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County        RETURN RECEIPT
P.O. Box 276         REQUESTED
Santa Fe, N.M. 87504-5102 
 
Reference:  Rancho San Lucas 
 
Dear Ms. Lucero: 
 
The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) has reviewed the additional information submitted in regard 
to the Rancho San Lucas proposal for compliance with the Santa Fe County Land Development 
Regulations (Regulations).  It is the opinion of this office that the proposal does not meet the water 
supply requirements, pursuant to the County regulations. In accordance, the negative opinion issued 
by OSE will not be changed at this time.  
 
Project 
Unit I of the Rancho San Lucas Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a 128.16-acre lot into a 
29 lot residential subdivision. In previous submittals, the developer proposed to develop 49 lots. The 
lot is located on the West side of U.S.285, South of Eldorado, in the Bishop John Lamy and Canada 
de Los Alamos Grants, in projected Sections 29 and 30 of T15N, R10E, N.M.P.M.. This proposal 
was reviewed pursuant to the Regulations, and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. The developer 
proposes that water will be supplied to this development via Eldorado Utilities (EDU). 
 
Water Demand Analysis 
The subdivider has quantified his subdivision’s annual water requirements as 0.25 acre-feet per year, 
per lot; however, the proposal is not in compliance with Article VII, Section 6.6, which requires the 
developer to create restrictions to ensure that the subdivision would not exceed the amount of water 
available. Water requirements should be separated into indoor and outdoor uses, and restrictions on 
irrigated area should be specified in the disclosure statement as well as the covenants. Article VII, 
Section 6.6.2e. of the Regulations states that lawns of non-native grasses shall not exceed 800 square 
feet and shall only be watered with rainwater collected by means confined to the property or with 
recycled household gray water.  It is suggested that the developer refer to State Engineer Technical 
Report No. 48, “Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions” 
(Wilson, 1996), to calculate indoor and outdoor water requirements.   
 
 
 
Water Supply Assessment 
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The developer proposes to transfer the well on the subject property to EDU. Subsequently, EDU will 
transfer some of their water rights to this well.  EDU will use this well to supply domestic water to 
this subdivision, and, presumably, Eldorado. This water rights transfer has yet to occur; thus, the 
developer has failed to supply proof of water rights for this development, as required in Article VII, 
Section 6.2.2 of the Regulations. The developer has also failed to provide a letter of commitment 
from EDU in which EDU states that it is ready, willing, and able to supply this development, 
pursuant to Article VII, Section 6.4.4.b of the Regulations.  
 
The Eldorado area has been the subject of a number of hydrologic studies.  The most recent, by John 
Shomaker and Associates, was prepared for EDU. Among their findings, JSAI concluded that it is 
unlikely that EDU possesses a forty -year water supply, and that wells in the utility system often 
produce from fractured reservoirs, and suffer rapid declines. If the developer obtains a letter of 
commitment from EDU, EDU would still need to prove itself to have a 100-year supply, pursuant to 
Section 6.4.2, as referred to in Section 6.4.4b.v. 
 
In a previous submittal, the subdivider submitted a geohydrologic report, pursuant to Article VII, 
Section 6.4.2 of the Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations. The geohydrologic report, by 
Glorieta Geoscience (GGI) includes well logs, results of an aquifer test, geologic cross-sections, and 
computer-simulated modeling of the drawdowns in the water table that would be caused by this 
development.  OSE does not agree with the report conclusion that water was available for this 
development, for the 100-year period required by the Santa Fe County Regulations (6.4.2.a). The 
developer did not revise this report to reflect the fewer lots now proposed. 
 
One completed well (RG-72559) exists in the aquifer that the developer proposes will supply the 
subdivision.  This well did not recover from the pump test performed on the aquifer. This 
indicates that the aquifer is limited in extent, and the water in storage is diminishing. This leads 
OSE to conclude that any predictions of it’s long term capabilities will have a high degree of 
uncertainty. If you have any further questions regarding this opinion, please feel free to call me 
at (505) 827-6790. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Patrick J. Romero, P.E. 
Water Resource Engineer 
 
Cc:  John Longworth, Bureau Chief 
 OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe  
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