
 
    
 
 
 
 

October 12, 2004 
 
 
Victoria Reyes, Development Review Specialist I    CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County        RETURN RECEIPT
P.O. Box 276         REQUESTED
Santa Fe, N.M. 87504-5102 
 
Reference:  Gutierrez Property Master Plan Review 
 
Dear Ms. Reyes: 
 
Summary/Conclusion 
The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) has reviewed the Gutierrez Property proposal, pursuant to 
the Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations (Code). It is the opinion of this office that the 
developer has proven that he can meet his water supply requirements, pursuant to the Code. In 
accordance, a positive opinion is hereby issued. The developer should note that OSE requires that 
meter reading readings will have to be submitted to OSE on a regular basis. 
 
Project 
The Gutierrez Property application is a request to build an 11,000 square-foot building on a 0.914 
acre lot. It is to be used for commercial purposes, such as retail stores and offices. The lot is located 
on the north side of the Airport Road, across the street from the Santa Fe Country Club, in Section 
11 of T16N, Range 08E N.M.P.M. Santa Fe County mapping indicates that this development is in 
the Urban Zone. The applicant proposes that water will be supplied to his facilities via an individual 
72-12-1 domestic well. Upon availability, the development will connect to Sangre de Cristo Water.  
 
Water Demand Analysis / Water Conservation 
Article VII, Section 6.6.2 of the Code requires the developer to provide a water requirement 
analysis. In his submittal, the applicant provided a projected water use calculation.  In it, the 
developer calculated that the facilities’ annual water requirement will be 0.66 acre-feet per year. In 
addition, the developer listed several water conservation measures, consistent with the requirements 
listed in Article VII, Section 6.6.2.e of the Code. OSE concurs that the development water use 
calculations are reasonable, provided that the listed water-conserving measures are implemented. It 
should be noted that the calculations do not allow for heavy industrial uses.  The OSE recommends 
that the developer state that no industries utilizing large amounts of water will be allowed to use 
these facilities while a domestic well is the source of supply for this development.  
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If this project is approved, the developer should meet with the Water Rights division of OSE to 
obtain a 72-12-1 permit to drill the well, and arrange to submit meter readings to the OSE office on a 
regular basis.  
 
Water Supply Assessment 
Article VII, Section 6.2 of the Code requires that a reconnaissance geohydrologic report be 
submitted for developments projected to use between 0.25 and 3.0 acre-feet per year, per lot. In 
order to comply with this requirement, the developer submitted two geohydrologic reports prepared 
for nearby developments, several well logs, minimum lot size calculations, and a schedule of effects 
calculation. The report concludes that water will be available for this development. The OSE 
concurs with this opinion. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this opinion, please feel free to call me at (505) 827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Romero, P.E. 
Water Resource Engineer 
 
Cc:  John Longworth, Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 OSE, Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office  
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