
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 1, 2006 
 

 
 
Mr. Vicente Archuleta 
Development Review Specialist II CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County RETURN RECEIPT 
102 Grant Avenue REQUESTED
P.O. Box 276 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0276 
 
Anticipated by Fax 
 
Re: C.F. Plaza Master Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Archuleta: 
 
On February 3 2006, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review 
the referenced Master Plan.  The developer proposes to build two buildings (12,600 
square feet and 11,400 square feet in size) on 2.16 acres of land, which will be used as 
offices, retail, restaurant, auto repair, work spaces, personal services, indoor recreation, 
financial institutions, veterinary establishment, religious institutions, nurseries, art 
galleries, medical uses and wholesale and warehouse uses.  The proposed development is 
located approximately 4 miles southwest of the city of Santa Fe on the I-25 W. Frontage 
Road, east of Capital Ford Auto Body shop, within Sections 24, Township 16 North, 
Range 8 East, NMPM.   
 
This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code, 
the New Mexico Subdivision Act and the OSE Rules and Regulations Governing the 
Drilling of Wells and the Appropriation of Groundwater in New Mexico.  
 
The Master Plan includes a water budget (page 7), which estimates the maximum water 
required for the proposed development at 2.0 acre-feet per year.  Typically, when a 
subdivision proposal is received by the OSE, the developer’s water demand analysis is 
reviewed to determine if it is technically correct and reasonable, and to ensure that the 
appropriate conservation measures are reflected in the analysis. 
 
Due to the fact that this is a Master Plan proposal, it does not provide the level of detail 
that is required for a typical technical review.  Therefore, it would be inappropriate to 
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provide detailed comments, given the general information.  Further, it is not possible to 
determine if the uses not yet clearly defined would be allowed for a domestic well, and if 
they would not exceed the permitted 3.0 acre-feet per annum.  
 
The developer anticipates that existing well RG-69931 (currently owned/used by the 
adjacent Capital Ford Auto Body Shop) will supply water to the proposed development.  
The OSE records indicate that permit No RG-69931 was approved in accordance with 
Section 72-12-1 NMSA 1978 for sanitary purposes in conjunction with a commercial 
operation.  Furthermore, the permit requires the filing of monthly meter readings.  
However, the OSE records indicate that none have been submitted.  Therefore, the 
permittee is not in compliance with Section 1-18.4 of the OSE Rules and Regulations 
Governing Drilling and Appropriation and use of Ground Water in NM. 
 
The applicant is hereby requested to contact the Santa Fe Office of the OSE Water 
Rights Division and submit past meter readings for RG-69931.  A copy of this letter 
is forwarded to the Water Rights Division for follow up.  
 
As far as water availability, the developer has submitted a reconnaissance availability 
assessment pursuant to Article 7, Section 6.4.6 of the County Code.  However, since it is 
not known, at this stage, if the water budget will exceed 3.0 acre-feet per annum, it not 
possible to determine if a reconnaissance availability assessment is adequate, or if a 
geohydrologic report is necessary.  
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Valdez 
Senior Water Resource Specialist 
 
cc: John W. Longworth, P.E., Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief 
      OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office 
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