
 
 
 

 
 
 

October 16, 2007 
 

 
 
Mr. John M. Salazar 
Development Review Specialist II CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County RETURN RECEIPT 
102 Grant Avenue REQUESTED
P.O. Box 276 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0276 
 
Re: CDRC Case # MP/DP 07-5390 Jimmy Rivera Development Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Salazar: 
 
On September 21, 2007 the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review the 
referenced Development Plan.  The applicant proposes to build a 1,500 square foot building 
(2,000 square feet with portals) on a 0.94-acre lot, which will be used as a coffee house/museum. 
The museum will consist of plaques dedicated to Civil War soldiers. The property is located in 
the village of Glorieta on State Highway 50, approximately 0.5 miles southeast of the I-25 
Glorieta exit within Section 35, Township 16 North, Range 11 East, NMPM.   
 
The applicant has proposed to supply the coffee house/museum with water from existing well 
UP-04001.  The OSE’s records show that well UP-04001 is permitted in accordance with Section 
72-12-1 NMSA 1978 and is limited to 1 acre-foot per annum for sanitary purpose in conjunction 
with a commercial operation. 
 
This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code (Code) 
and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The Development Plan includes a water budget, which estimates the maximum water required 
for the proposed development at 78,000 gallons per annum or 0.24 acre-feet per annum.  A 
detailed water demand was not provided and it is unknown if outdoor water use was included as 
part of the maximum annual requirements (0.24 acre-feet per annum). The applicant states that 
the main source of water for outdoor irrigation will be from the Glorieta Creek and water 
harvesting (collected from the rooftop of the coffee house/museum).   The applicant should be 
aware that it is necessary to have a permit (water rights) to divert surface water from Glorieta 
Creek. 
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When a subdivision proposal is received by the OSE, the developer’s water demand analysis is 
reviewed to determine if it is technically correct and reasonable.  The OSE also verifies that the 
appropriate conservation measures are reflected in the analysis.  Further, data in the water 
demand analysis is compared with the data and statements included in the disclosure statement 
and in the restrictive covenants to make sure that they are consistent with each other.  Since, a 
water demand was not provided with the applicants submittal, the technical analysis described 
above was not performed. 
 
Development Plans are not required (by the Code) to provide the level of detail that is required 
by the OSE for a water demand analysis. Article VII, Section 6.1 of the Santa Fe County Land 
Development Code (Code) allows the Santa Fe County Land Use staff to refer development plan 
to state agencies for review “if, in the opinion of the County Hydrologist and the Code 
Administrator, such referrals will provide information necessary to the determination of whether 
or not a proposed development is in conformance with provisions of this Code”.  The OSE 
recognizes the proactive actions on behalf of the County to solicit the technical opinion of the 
OSE on this development plan. However, because the proposed development is not formally 
covered under the New Mexico Subdivision Act, the OSE declines to provide formal comments 
at this time. We appreciate the opportunity to review the Jimmy Rivera Development Plan. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Julie Valdez at 505-827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John W. Longworth, P.E. 
Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief 
 
cc:      OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office 
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