July 12, 2007

Mr. Thomas F. Stewart
County Manager, Lincoln County
P.O. Box 711
Carrizozo, NM 88301-0711

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT
REQUESTED

Re: Heritage Preserve At Ruidoso Subdivision
Dear Mr. Stewart:
The Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State
Engineer has reviewed the referenced subdivision proposal pursuant to the Lincoln County
Subdivision Ordinance, the New Mexico Subdivision Act and the OSE Rules and Regulations
Governing The Use Of Public Underground Waters For Household Or Other Domestic Use.
Based on the information provided, this office has determined that the subdivider can furnish
water sufficient in quantity to fulfill the maximum annual water requirements of the
subdivision, including water for indoor and outdoor domestic uses, and that the subdivider can
fulfill the proposals in his disclosure statement concerning water, excepting water quality.
Accordingly, a positive opinion is issued.
A staff memorandum providing specific comments is attached for your information. If you
have any questions, please call Jerry Keller at 505-827-3845.
Sincerely,

John W. Longworth, P.E.
Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief
Encl.
cc:
JK:jk

OSE Water Rights Division, Roswell Office

MEMORANDUM
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
Water Use and Conservation Bureau

DATE: July 12, 2007
TO: John Longworth, P.E. Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief
FROM: Jerry Keller, Senior Water Resource Specialist
SUBJECT: Heritage Preserve At Ruidoso Subdivision in Lincoln County

SUMMARY
On June 14, July 6, and July 10, 2007 the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received
additional/revised information for the Preliminary Plat for Heritage Preserve At Ruidoso, a
Type-Two Subdivision. The proposal is a request to subdivide a 1365-acre parcel into 253
residential lots ranging in size from 2.02-acres to 10.04-acres each. The proposed water supply is
shared 72-12-1 domestic wells. The property is located approximately 5 miles southwest of
Nogal, within Sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 29, and 30, Township 9 South, Range 13 East, NMPM.
This office issued a negative opinion by letter dated May 10, 2007 for the reason that the
proposal did not satisfy the requirements of Section 17.4.C and 18.2.A of the Lincoln County
Subdivision Ordinance and Section 47-6-11-F (1) of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. Please
see the previous letter for specific details.
The revised water supply documents submitted to this office consist of a water budget,
Disclosure Statement, Declaration of Protective Covenants, and supplemental information for the
Geohydrologic Investigation Report.
The proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Lincoln County Subdivision Ordinance (Ordinance)
and the New Mexico Subdivision Act (Act). The water supply proposal is in substantial
compliance with the requirements of the Ordinance and the Act. Accordingly, a positive opinion
should be issued.
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS AND WATER CONSERVATION
Section 18.2.A of the Regulations requires that the annual water requirement for both indoor and
outdoor purposes, for each parcel in a residential subdivision shall be .25 acre-feet per year,
unless a detailed water demand analysis approved by the Board of County Commissioners
justifies the use of a different figure. A detailed water demand analysis is contained in Item S of
the Disclosure Statement.
Under Items R and S of the revised Disclosure Statement the subdivider estimates the maximum
annual water requirements for indoor and outdoor use as 0.199 acre-feet per lot. The estimated
indoor use of 0.168 acre-feet per annum is based on 2.34 persons per dwelling with water
conserving plumbing fixtures and appliances. The previous water budget was based on 2.7
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persons per dwelling unit. The revised analysis relies on the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau data for
the average number of persons per household specific to Lincoln County.
As in the previous water budget, vehicle washing and evaporative coolers are not permitted. The
annual outdoor demand of 0.031 acre-feet per lot is based on an area of 800 square feet of
sprinkler or flood irrigated trees and shrubs and 12.8 gallons per day for one horse (3 horses per
lot on 1/3 of the lots). Swimming pools are discouraged but if built must be covered to reduce
evaporation. Conservation measures restrict the filling of pools with water from any and all
water sources on the Preserve.
All lot owners are required to install a rainwater water harvesting and grey water recycling
systems. General system requirements are included in Item T of the Disclosure Statement.
Exhibit A, Section G, of the Covenants discusses guesthouses and staff quarters. The revised
water demand analysis assumes that 25% of the lots will construct a guesthouse. The revised
total subdivision annual water demand of 62.81 acre-feet is based on 316 potential homes. The
approach utilized may slightly over estimate the demand due to the fact that the additional water
use for guesthouses includes outdoor water use for landscaping and livestock and assumes the
guesthouse is fully occupied for 365 days per year.
Strict enforcement of the water use restrictions will be required to ensure that the water budget is
not exceeded.
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT
The proposed water supply for the subdivision is shared 72-12-1 domestic wells in accordance
with Section 17.6 of the Regulations. The subdivider will construct the wells and the service line
to each lot. A maximum of six parcels will be served by each well. The proposal contains a draft
shared well agreement.
A Geohydrologic Investigation Report (GIR) was submitted with the initial proposal in
accordance with the requirements of Sections 17.4.C and 17.5 of the Ordinance. The subdivider
submitted additional information to address the previous OSE comments.
Based on the information provided, OSE concurs with the findings in the GIR. The subdivider is
in substantial compliance with the requirements of the Ordinance and the Act. The subdivider
can furnish water sufficient in quantity to fulfill the maximum annual water requirements of the
subdivision, including water for indoor and outdoor domestic uses for a period of 40-years.
Please see the attached memorandum for specific comments.

