
 
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
 
Date:  October 17, 2001 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Sundance Mesa Subdivision Review, Sandoval County 

 
 
This proposal is a request to replat a 13.13-acre parcel of land into an 11-parcel 
subdivision known as Sundance Mesa.  The subdivision is located within Section 22, 
Township 13 North, Range 4 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  The developer has 
stated that La Mesa Water Cooperative (LMWC) will provide water to this subdivision.  
This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Sandoval County Subdivision Regulations 
and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The developer has addressed water conservation measures meeting the requirements of 
the Sandoval County Subdivision Regulations and has stated that a total of 18,972 gallons 
of water per parcel per month will be available for indoor and outdoor use in the 
subdivision.  This amounts to 0.69 acre-feet per parcel per year for a total of 7.54 acre-
feet per year.  The developer has not specified any limitations on irrigated turf area per 
parcel; however, the county regulations state that 1,600 square feet of irrigated turf is the 
maximum amount allowed to be irrigated. 
 
The developer has not address the Minimum Lot Size (MLS) for this subdivision as 
required by Appendix A of the Sandoval County Subdivision Regulations.  It is my 
opinion that this requirement does not apply to this situation. 
 
The developer has submitted the required letter of intent from the proposed water utility 
stating that they are ready, willing, and able to provide the maximum annual water 
requirements for the subdivision for at least 50-years.  Additionally, the developer has 
provided information, which appears to be the preliminary plans showing the water 
production, storage, and distribution facilities, including hydrants for this proposal.  It is 
not clear if the plans were prepared by or under the supervision of a registered 
professional engineer pursuant to Section 8.4 of the Sandoval County Subdivision 
Regulations.  It is recommended, to the county, that they require the developer to provide 
the required information with appropriate engineer sign-off and documentation. 
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The developer has again failed to address covenants and restrictions strictly prohibiting 
the drilling or use of individual and/or shared 72-12-1 domestic wells within the 
subdivision.  It should be made clear that individual or shared 72-12-1 domestic wells are 
not to be drilled within this subdivision.  Additionally, the covenants and restrictions 
should contain a penalty clause which shall be imposed on individual households which 
exceed the combined indoor and outdoor domestic water use allowed pursuant to Sub-
section 3.H of Appendix A. 
 
The developer has submitted a fire protection plan that identifies the Fire Stations or 
Substations, which will serve the subdivision.  The Sandoval County Fire Marshall has 
issued his approval for this development. 
 
Finally, a review of LMWC’s water right files indicates that they have approximately 115 
to 118 acre-feet of permitted water rights with an actual diversion of 57.73 acre-feet in 
1999 and 53.69 acre-feet for eight months in 2000.  The estimated 2000 use is 
approximately 80 acre-feet.  Now that the developer has submitted an updated water 
budget for the proposed subdivision, it has been determined that the utility will be able to 
meet the requirements of this proposal while continuing to meet the full requirements of 
existing developments and subdivisions they currently supply. 
 
It is my opinion that the developer’s water proposals will conform to the Sandoval 
County Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act when the 
appropriate covenants and restrictions are added to the disclosure statement.  Therefore, a 
favorable opinion is recommended at this time.  The Office of the State Engineer requires 
no additional review of this proposal. 
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