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New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 

Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 

 
 
            DATE: July 12, 2007                                    
                 TO: John Longworth, P.E. Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief 
           FROM: Jerry Keller, Senior Water Resource Specialist 
     SUBJECT: Master Plan For Santa FE Canyon Ranch, LLC, in Santa Fe County  
 
 
SUMMARY 
On June 21, 2007 the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received additional/revised information 
for the Santa Fe Canyon Ranch, LLC, Master Plan. The original proposal, submitted on April 21, 
2006, provided an outline for the development of 605 single-family and multi-family residential 
units, including three existing homes, a clubhouse, and a horse facility, on approximately 1,316.3 
acres to be completed in six phases. OSE provided comments by letter date May 19, 2006. Please 
see the previous memorandum for specific comments. The revised proposal is for the 
development of 168 single-family residential units to be constructed in two phases. 
 
The property is located south and west of the Village of La Cienega, west of I-25, and 
approximately 15 miles southwest of Santa Fe. 
 
The proposed water supply is by the County of Santa Fe Water Utility for the 44 affordable 
housing units and a new community water system to serve the 124 market rate units.  
 
The proposal estimates the project water demand at approximately 8.36 acre-feet per year for the 
44 affordable housing units and 24.75 acre-feet for the 124 market rate units. No outdoor use of 
potable water will be permitted. All landscape irrigation will be by grey water or reclaimed 
water. The water budgets for lots to receive water service from the county water system is 0.19 
acre-feet per annum, including 20% distribution system loss, while the lots receiving water from 
the community system water is 0.16 acre-feet per annum with no allowance for distribution 
system loss. A detailed water demand analysis is not provided. The proposed water budget is 
based on historical water use for homes in the Rancho Viejo development. 
  
The proposal contains a copy of a letter submitted to Santa Fe County Water Resources 
Department requesting service for the 44 affordable housing units. No information has been 
provided that the Board of County Commissioners has acted upon the request. 
 
The “License To Appropriate”, RG-29242 and RG-29242-S, indicates the developer holds water 
rights for the diversion of 14.55 acre-feet per annum. The diversion may be increased to 29.1 
acre-feet per annum provided the permittee proposes a method acceptable to the State Engineer 
for determining the actual amount and deposition or the return flow to the Santa Fe River.  
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The proposal indicates that the subdivider intends to file applications with the OSE to change the 
purpose of use, change the place of use, add additional points of diversion, and file for return 
flow credit for the existing water right.  
 
CONCLUSION 
The following comments are provided for project feasibility regarding water supply:  
 The Master Plan does not provide sufficient information on the water budget for a technical 

review. A distribution system loss estimate, although not necessarily 20%, should also be 
applied to all lots receiving water from the community system. 

 
 The developer submitted a Geohydrology Report (Report) for a portion of the first phase of 

the development. It would be inappropriate at this stage of the development process to 
comment on the material contained in the Report regarding water availability and the effects 
from the pumping of wells on existing surrounding wells, springs, and surface waters, as it 
may be viewed as prejudgment of the future water right applications. The analyses of these 
issues will be conducted at the time the Phase I Preliminary Plat is submitted for review. 
Additional review is conducted by the OSE as part of the evaluation process of the future 
water rights applications. 

  
 
 


