
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 28, 2008 
 
 
Ms. Vicki Lucero 
Development Review Team Leader CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County RETURN RECEIPT 
P.O. Box 276        REQUESTED
Santa Fe, NM   87504-5102       
 
Re: Son-Lit Hills Christian Fellowship Development Plan 
 
Dear Ms. Lucero: 
 
The Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State 
Engineer has reviewed the referenced development proposal pursuant to the Santa Fe County 
Land Development Code. 
  
Based on the information provided, it is the opinion of this office that the water supply 
proposal is not in compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 6.6.2 of the Code.   
  
A staff memorandum providing specific comments is attached for your information. If you 
have any questions, please call Jerry Keller at 505-827-3845. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John W. Longworth, P.E. 
Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief 
 
Encl. 
 
cc:      OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office 
 
JK:jk 



MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 

Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 

 
 
            DATE: March 27, 2008                                   
                 TO: John Longworth, P.E. Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief 
           FROM: Jerry Keller, Senior Water Resource Specialist 
     SUBJECT: Son-Lit Hills Christian Fellowship Development in Santa Fe 

County  
 
 
SUMMARY 
On March 10, 2008 the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review the 
proposal for the Son-Lit Hills Christian Fellowship Development. The proposal is a request to 
remodel an existing 2,840 square foot building for use as a church. The building was previously 
used as a plumbing company office and shop on a 1.7-acre tract that also contains four existing 
storage units and an office. The proposed water supply is by an existing 72-12-1 domestic well. 
The property is located at the southeast corner of Agua Fría Street and Henry Lynch Road, 
within Section 32, Township 17 North, Range 9 East, NMPM. 
 
The water supply documents submitted to this office consist of a Water Requirement Report and 
Development Plat. 
  
Under Article VII, Section 6.1 of the Santa Fe County Land Development Code (Code), water 
supply plans for developments may be referred to appropriate state agencies if, in the opinion of 
the County Hydrologist and Code Administrator, such referrals will provide information 
necessary to the determination of whether or not a proposed development is in conformance with 
the provisions of the Code. This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Code; however, the 
proposed development is not a subdivision and in not subject to review under the New Mexico 
Subdivision Act.   
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS AND WATER CONSERVATION 
The developer submitted a water budget as required by Section 6.6.2 of the Code. The developer 
presented two water demand analyses. One analysis is based on a modified version of the 
residential water demand table form OSE Technical Report 48 (Wilson, 1996). The author has 
not supported the adjustments to the OSE quantities with data from the author’s own research or 
published studies.  This method estimates the annual demand as 0.10 acre-feet including a 
demand of 15-gallons per day per person for five employees at the existing office on the site.  
 
A second analysis estimates the annual demand as 0.2 acre-feet and is based on a survey of water 
use in the City of Santa Fe and reported in “Water Use In Santa Fe, New Mexico, February 
2001.”  This analysis compares the proposed development to a similar church facility and office 
building demand adjusted for the size of the existing office and proposed church facilities.  
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The discussion regarding landscaping lacks sufficient detail to determine irrigation requirements. 
The analysis assumes 800 square feet of landscaping will be irrigated. The stated water quantity 
appears to be based on water use requirements presented in OSE Technical Report 48 for 
sprinkler irrigated Bermuda grass; however, the development plan only shows trees and does not 
indicate any turf area.  
 
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 
The proposed water supply for the development is an existing shared 72-12-1 domestic well. A 
search of OSE records indicates the well, RG-19116, was drilled in 1971 for and was permitted 
for household use. A Change of Ownership was filed February 12, 2008 and indicates the 
purpose of use as domestic and commercial. Condition “E” of the general conditions of the well 
permit stipulates that if the well is utilized to supply water for a commercial purpose a water 
meter is required. 
 
A totalizing water meter, approved by OSE, must be installed on the well and meter 
readings reported to OSE as required by condition number 5(b) of the “Specific Conditions 
Of Approval” of the permit. 
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